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COURSE SYLLABUS
	Course Name
7th Grade Language Arts (Bridge)
	Course Number
1001050B/10010505

	Link to Language Arts Florida State Standards:
http://www.fldoe.org/pdf/lafs.pdf


	COURSE INSTRUCTOR
	NAME
	Ms. Mitchell

	
	EMAIL ADDRESS
	Mitchells2@leonschools.net

	
	WEBSITE
	Msmitchellscms.weebly.com

	COURSE DESCRIPTION
	          To aid in mastery of the Florida Standards, Leon county has adopted the Florida Collections textbook curriculum. Florida Collections offers a complete a series of reading and writing assessments that will help students master the Florida State Standards. The text engages students with today’s digital tools and provides numerous online resources for learning. Florida Collections’ online component also gives students the opportunity to annotate, highlight, underline, and take notes on critical text for discussion and question answering. Students will also have access to these resources from home. Students will practice reading, analyzing, and interpreting within various genres. The Performance Tasks at the end of each collections provides students the opportunity to write, revise, and edit writing of various styles including argumentative, analytical, short story and other creative pieces with a sharp, distinct focus. Students will experiment with sentence structure, language, textual evidence, and voice. Students will learn to understand, appreciate, and use a variety of literary devices and conventions while expanding their academic and critical vocabulary skills.
Content Outline:
1st 9-weeks Grading Period:
Collections 1 & 4: Risk & Exploration

Argumentative Writing

2nd 9-Weeks Grading Period:

Collections 1 & 2: Perception and Reality

Informative Writing

3rd Nine Weeks Grading Period:

Collection 6: Genre Comparison

Review of Both Argumentative & Informative Writing

4th Nine Weeks Grading Period:

Collection 3 :Nature at Work and Collection 5: The Stuff of Consumer Culture
Review Florida Standards

All subsequent Collections are similarly organized around centrally theme reading passages with related writing activities.  Please check the teacher website as we progress through the year for specific information regarding each Collection.

	REQUIRED COURSE RESOURCES
	TEXTBOOK(S)
	Florida Collections- Students will utilize a classroom set of books. Students will be given a log-in for online access to the textbook. The online textbook can be accessed from any electronic device with an internet connection.

	
	MATERIALS
	· Three ring binder (1”-1 1⁄2”) 

· (5) Tab Dividers 

· Sticky Notes

· Loose leaf paper for binder 

· Pencils 

· Handheld Sharpener 
· Pens- blue or black only 

· Highlighters (2)

	
	WEBSITES
	HMH Collection Website (www.my.hrw.com)

	
	REQUIRED READINGS
	All students must bring a book every day. This is imperative for 3rd Period DEAR (HOWL) time. Failure to bring a book may result in loss of classwork points. Students will read text from the Florida Collections and the Close Reader (all provided). Students will also be assigned outside independent reading. Students will be notified of all other reading assignments when applicable. 
Summer Reading 

	COURSE/SCHOOL BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS
	All Swift Creek Middle School teachers expect students to adhere to the Swift Creek Middle School Student Handbook, the Leon County Schools Attendance Policy and Student Code of Conduct, which includes the dress code, and expectations of academic integrity such as cheating and plagiarism.  These policies can be found on the Leon County Schools website at www.leon.k12.fl.us, the school website at www.swiftcreek.leon.k12.fl.us, and in the agenda book distributed to each student.
BE PROMPT. BE PREPARED. BE POLITE. BE PRODUCTIVE. BE POSITIVE. 
Specific Teacher Expectations:
· Come to class on time, ready to learn and participate appropriately. There will be daily discussions and assignments. Contribution to discussion may reflect in a classwork grade.
· Students are allowed to use electronic devices before and after school or when I give permission for in class use. Any student who violates this policy will have their phone confiscated and the device will be held in the front office for parent pickup.
· Students should take care of all restroom and water breaks between classes.
· Upon entering the classroom, students should quietly be seated and write in their planner for the week. Student should immediately begin bell work daily.
· Students should arrive to class with all materials needed for success, including their binder, pencils, pens, planner, and sharpener every day.
· Turn in all assignments on time. Homework should be turned in before the tardy bell unless otherwise advised. Late work will be assessed with a penalty. 
· Be respectful of yourself and each other at all times. Respect the work and opinion of others. 
Plagiarism: When writing annotations, research projects, and other school related assignments, it is very important that students understand the subject and are assessed on their understanding and writing skills.  They need to paraphrase and relate pertinent information from their research in their own words.  Therefore, any copying, even a short sentence or paragraph which is not his or her work, will be considered plagiarism unless it is quoted and cited correctly.  If a student does plagiarize any assignment he/she will receive a zero for that assignment and will not be able to redo/make it up. 

	GRADING POLICY
	PERCENTAGE
TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT
40%
Assignments (Classwork, Homework, Discussions, Quick Checks, Class  

            Participation, etc.)
60%
Assessments (Test, Projects, Final Drafts)
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%
TOTAL
Student classroom performance can be accessed through an online system, “Pinpoint” (updated weekly). To use this convenient feature, the student information and a password are required.  See the appropriate grade level counselor for this information.

	GRADING SCALE
	In accordance with Leon County School Board policy, 9-week grades will be assigned as described below.
LETTER GRADE and NUMERICAL GRADE

MEANING OF GRADE

  A            90 – 100

Student displays mastery of course content.
B
80 – 89

Student has a good understanding of course content.  There is room for student improvement.
C
70 – 79

Student is successful with most assignments.  Gaps may exist in the understanding of difficult topics.  Tutorials and/or attention to good study habits may be necessary.
D
60 – 69


Student is having difficulty with course content, assistance is necessary for student improvement.
F
0 – 59

Student has major difficulty with course content.  Immediate intervention is necessary.



	HOMEWORK
	Each homework assignment will be allotted a certain time to complete. Homework will generally be given 2-4 nights a week but may increase or decrease depending on the homework requirements. Homework will fluctuate in frequency depending on adequate study time, the writing process, and major projects.

	MAKE-UP WORK PROCEDURE
	Leon County School Board Policy allows students to make up work within a reasonable amount of time after returning to school following an excused absence.  The allotted time will be determined by district policy and communicated by the teacher to both parent(s) and the student.
Make up work is the student’s responsibility. On the day of the student’s return, the student should check with me to find out what assignments were missed. Weekly assignments will also be posted on the class website. I expect students to take preplanned assessment(s) and/or quick check(s) upon return. Students should schedule a time to take these assessments. This does not include final drafts. For every day of an excused absence, you have two (2) days to make-up assignments; this does not include preplanned assessments.

	LATE WORK POLICY
	Students are expected to turn in every assignment on time. Work turned in after the due date will be assessed a penalty.

	ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITY FOR IMPROVEMENT
	Students are required to complete all of their assignments to the best of their ability. Students are expected to receive a “C” or better on classroom tests, assessments, and projects. Students are given an opportunity to redo/revise assessments where their score is below 70%, Teachers have discretion on all opportunities. Students receive an “Academic Opportunity for Improvement Form,” choose two methods/actions on the form to complete, and return the signed form to the teacher. Students are allowed one “redo” per test, assessment, or project. Students will receive the higher of the two scores, but the final grade cannot exceed a 70%. This work does not include assignments weighted at 40%. NO redo/revisions on quick checks, the summer reading test, and finals for this class.

	EXTRA HELP OPPORTUNITIES
	I am available to meet with students before school. Please notify me at least two (2) days in advance to ensure that I will be able to meet with you on your desired date and time. 


***All information provided in this syllabus is tentative and subject to change. Please check Pinpoint and the class website for updates.
